December 5th, 2004

Hi Gavin

How are things? This will probably be a short letter as there is only one entry in my diary!

The other day, an engine cowling fell off a Cathay Pacific B-777 just after takeoff from Bangkok en route to Mumbai (Bombay) in India. The chunk fell onto a car and flattened it, but not injuring the driver. This is the fifth engine incident on Cathay planes in as many months! You may have heard of the incident a few weeks ago when an engine caught on fire at takeoff from Los Angeles. The pilots managed to put out the fire before returning to the airport. All this suggests that Cathay’s maintenance is not up to par. The government here has therefore ordered the airline for a report into the incidents and its maintenance. 

Went for another run yesterday. Not bad, though again my legs felt a bit heavy especially at the start. Maybe due to the treadmill running I do in the gym during the week. On the treadmill I am including incline running as it is the hills during my hikes that I find the hardest. 

There was another robbery in a country park recently. A couple was tied to trees and left there overnight while the offenders (who almost always are from the mainland) took their bankcard to a bank to withdraw money. This same kind of thing has happened several times. There was a similar incident in Shenzhen across the border. A couple was walking/hiking in a popular park when knife-wielding thugs accosted them. The man (from Hong Kong) decided to fight and as a result had his hand chopped off! Doctors were later able to re-attach the hand though how successfully was not reported. 

I think I mentioned, though on looking at letters in the past few weeks cannot find anything, about the construction company that intends to demolish 7 unused blocks of flats in Hunghom? The flats were originally low-cost home ownership built by the government. But then the government decided not to sell him and instead sold them to the company. The company decided to knock them down and build luxury flats. There is a lot of opposition to this plan, mainly due to the very large amount of waste that will be produced and which will be dumped in the already limited landfills. And there is a primary school right next to the site which will have to face months of noise and dust. Talking of construction and demolitions, the bus terminal below my suite has finally been levelled. Rather noisy at times though tolerable – just! Now the construction of a new covered bus terminus is to begin. 

The first round of the latest International Rugby 7s was held on Friday and Saturday in Dubai. Won by England who just beat Fiji in the final. Fiji had beaten NZ in one of the semi-finals. 2005 sees the Rugby 7s World Cup which, this time, will be held in HK. Yesterday in London there was also a game between NZ and the Barbarians. The Barbarians is always an invitational team made up of people from different countries. This team was mainly Australians; but there were even two All Blacks, those who had not been included in the current European tour. NZ won 47-19: 

I will probably be sending this letter through mail.com. I am having terrible problems with my computer, server and the Internet. Doing things are so incredible slow. For the Internet, I have 5 telephone connections all of which let me log on but only 2 of which will actually open anything. Very strange. One morning everything was fine but then in the afternoon this problem began! And the netscape.net e-mail will not open. It is probably about time to get another computer. But as I will have to transfer files to the new system, I am frightened that I will also transfer the bugs that are causing the problems with my current computer. 

That’s it. Longer than expected. 
Cheers
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